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Subject: "Rumble Strips" and "Pavement Edge Treatment (Safety Edge)" 

 
After coordination between the Chief Engineer, Operations, Engineering, and Construction, the 
decision was made to designate GDOT design criteria for the placement of Rumble Strips as 
“standard” criteria.  The criteria is published in the GDOT Design Policy Manual, Chapter 6.5.1. 
Rumble Strips.  If it is not practical to provide rumble strips as defined in Table 6.1, then a 
decision to deviate from this criteria shall require a comprehensive study by an engineer and the 
prior approval of a Design Variance from the GDOT Chief Engineer.   
 
The decision was also made to establish a Pavement Edge Treatment or “Safety Edge” as the 
standard treatment for the outside edge of all uncurbed pavements whether edge of travel lane 
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or shoulder (excluding pavement behind guardrail).  The new criteria is published in the GDOT 
DPM, Chapter 6.5.2. Pavement Edge Treatment.  A new Construction Detail P-7 has also been 
created and is published with the GDOT Construction Standards and Details.  The method for 
calculating additional pavement quantities related to the Safety Edge is included on the Detail P-
7.  If it is not practical to provide the Safety Edge, then a decision to omit shall require a 
comprehensive study by an engineer and the prior approval of a Design Variance from the GDOT 
Chief Engineer.   
 
Implementation:  Any project scheduled for FFPR after January 1, 2012, will require the Safety 
Edge.  The Safety Edge may be included on projects that have been to FFPR before January 1, 
2012, at the discretion of the Project Manager and the Design Phase Leader.        
 
http://www.dot.ga.gov/doingbusiness/PoliciesManuals/roads/DesignPolicy/GDOT-DPM-
Chap06.pdf 
 
http://standarddetails.dot.ga.gov/stds_dtls/ 
 
 
Brent A. Story, P.E. 
State Design Policy Engineer 
Georgia Department of Transportation 
 (404) 631-1600 
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